Welcome to Holy Name Fifth Grade

This year promises to be filled with spiritual, academic, and physical growth for the students in 5th grade.  My hope is that learning is fun and challenging and leads only to more curiosity about our world.  As the year progresses, questions and concerns may arise.  I may be reached at school by phone, 451-5403, or by email at bishop@novia.net.  You may also write me a note with pen and paper too!
Standards and Assessments

As an Archdiocesan school, Holy Name follows the standards provided for all the schools which correlate and often exceed the Nebraska state standards.  Each school participates in assessments which are mandated to all grades and subjects.  This year during January the 5th grade take part in the Religion assessment called “The Game Show”.  I’ve attached a copy of the assessment and the rubric used to score the assessment.

Discipline With Purpose

Discipline with Purpose is a program Holy Name teaches school wide and across all curriculum areas.  DWP promotes direct teaching of the skills we believe help students be more self-guided and better achievers.  These skills are graded on the progress reports and report cards.  I’ve attached a copy of the 15 DWP skills of which the first ten are most important for the intermediate student.  Please look over the skills and use the vocabulary at home too.  If you have any questions, please ask!
Expectations and Rules


The following rules are to be followed by students in order to create a safe and comfortable learning community.

1.  Respect yourself, others, and property.

2. Follow school and classroom procedures.
3.  Contribute to the learning environment.
Demerit Cards


Demerit cards are simply a tangible place to record problems in behavior.  When students do not follow a rule a warning may be given.  If the student continues to break the rule, a demerit is given and an explanation is written on the card.  A consequence for the first demerit is 10 minutes of missed recess and the student must notify the parent of the demerit in the assignment book.  This must be initialed by the teacher and the parent.  Sometimes students get more than one demerit, the following table explains the consequences.


1st Demerit

10 minutes and initials



2nd Demerit

10 minutes and initials



3rd Demerit

10 minutes and a letter to the parent



4th Demerit

10 minutes and a letter to Mrs. Kock



5th Demerit

Office Referral and a plan with Mrs. Kock
regarding the consequence.
In order to help students mature and be more responsible, the demerit cards start by “lasting” for one quarter.  These expectations are a bridge of what happened in 4th grade and support the expectations of 6th grade.  When the cards change, a new card is issued to those who have demerits written on the card.  Each card is a clean slate and a chance to grow and change.  Many students end the year with their original card issued in September—what an accomplishment!

Responsibility Tickets

Responsibility tickets are a motivation technique used to support the rules and the ten self-discipline skills.  Points are given in the form of tickets which the students can spend on prizes, activities, or second chances.  Students earn points by being responsible for their school assignments and their preparedness, or for their good manners or acts of friendship.  They will get to spend the tickets on special activities, books, class game time, or the second chance.  One example of a second chance might be, “I forgot to sharpen my pencil.”  Well, they might need to use a ticket or two to get the pencil sharpened.  These sorts of situations occur quite often and generally would not require a demerit, but do require an opportunity to learn and make changes.   
Schedule


I’ve attached the schedule the 5th grade students will take part in.  Please note library, gym, and other specials which may require students to have items with them.  Band will be on Thursday mornings and Friday afternoons.
Teachers


In 5th grade students are responsible to many teachers for their work and learning.  Here is a list of the teachers they will have and which subject that teacher teaches.



Mrs. Bishop:

Religion, Reading, Spelling, English, Math, and Science


Miss McDermott:
Social Studies



Mrs. Owens:

Writing



Mrs. Bender:
Health and P.E.



Mrs. Wieger:
Library



Mrs. Torneten:
Music



Ms. Davis:

Resource Language and Math



Mrs. Hopkins:
Title 1 Reading and Math
Assignment Book


Each student is required to keep an assignment list each day of the school week.  All assignments are to be written down for each class – even if the assignment is completed.  If the assignment happens to be finished in class, students should put a check mark next to the assignment.  The assignment book must be taken home each night and returned the next day for school.  If a student does not have the assignment book, they may use a piece of loose-leaf paper and responsibility tickets will be taken away.  If the situation of a lost assignment book occurs, a new book must be purchased immediately at the cost of $3.50.
Homework


Each night your child will have homework responsibilities in the following areas:  
1. completing math assignments and practicing math facts
2. studying spelling words
3. reading for 30 minutes

Other assignments may include preparing for tests, completing projects, or making up work not completed in school.  Students should listen for due dates and write them in the assignment book.  In general, most work is due the next day by 8:20.  Completed work is turned-in to a homework basket according to subject.  Parents, please support your children in their homework by providing an organized work space and help in regular study and preparation for tests.
Assignment Plan


If an assignment is not turned-in by 8:20 on the day it is due, it is considered late.  Late assignments will have 5 percentage points taken from the total points earned for the assignment.  Beginning 2nd semester in January, late assignments will have 10 percentage points taken from the total points earned.  Further, the assignment must be completed by the next school day.  If the assignment is still incomplete, the teacher will provide a time during lunch, recess, or after school for the student to complete the work.  Having many late assignments could also lead to lost responsibility tickets or demerits.  On a more positive side, students who consistently complete assignments on time will have higher achievement, be invited to special activities, earn awards at semester time, and, in general, feel better about themselves and their school experience. 
Absences


Each child is responsible for getting all work that may have been missed due to illness, vacation, appointments, etc.  When a student is absent from school, he or she should get the missed assignments from the teacher and write down each missed assignment.  The student is responsible to make up all assignments following absences in a timely manner.  If a student misses one day, they have one day to make-up that assignment along with any new assignments given on the day of return to school.  Many times notes are taken and will need to be copied from the teacher or study buddy.  Sometimes more complicated lessons are taught and may require time with the teacher.  I am often available after school if one-on-one time is needed or if the student needs to catch-up on missed work.  **It is possible and encouraged to get absent work the day of the absence.  I can 
have it in the office for pick-up at 3:15.  Parents can phone school or contact me by email if this choice is convenient for your family.
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Communication


Parents are encouraged to correspond with teachers whenever a need or question arises.  I may be reached by phone or note, but especially by email(  Every Friday a folder is sent home which contains the newsletter from school, scored work, forms, etc.  If you can’t get to it on Friday night, be sure to take a look at this folder by Sunday, sign the attached chart and send it back to school.  This lets the teacher know you are seeing the work and reading the newsletter.  Your child’s teachers will prepare a progress report or report card approximately every four weeks.  Watch for the exact dates in the Friday newsletters.  Be sure to return the progress note and report card as directed so the teachers know you have received and discussed the grades.  Conferences are scheduled twice per school year, October 28 and February 17.  Conferences may be requested at any time by appointment.  I encourage early communication in September to help the students get a solid start to the school year.
Study Skills

How to Study for a Science Test

· Listen, read along, and participate during class.  The first part of class is often a review of the previous day’s lesson.

· Do all the assignments.  Think about the work as you do it.

· Review the bold words and their definitions each evening to memorize them.  Have someone quiz you on them.

· Study the review questions at the end of the chapter, any notes put into your notebook, and topic study guides.

· Review the activities in the chapter.

· You may want to study with a buddy or a parent.

How to Study for a Social Studies Test
· Listen, read along, and participate during class.  The first part of class is often a review of the previous day’s lesson.

· Do all the assignments.  Think about the work as you do it.

· Review the bold words and their definitions each evening to memorize them.  Have someone quiz you on them.

· Study worksheets, workbook pages, review questions, chapter summaries, and any notes put into your notebook.

· You may want to study with a buddy or a parent.
Band


Professor Miller begins the year by presenting information about the band program.  Beginning in 5th grade, students may join and are encouraged to participate in this excellent program.  Students leave the classroom twice a week (Thursday morning and Friday afternoon—approximately a half hour each day) on a varied schedule to have lessons.  Students are responsible for getting and making up any missed assignments from the times when they leave the room for band.
Birthdays

Students may bring treats for their birthday and share them with their homeroom class at the end of the day.  Those students having birthdays during the summer may pick a day during the school year or their half birthday to celebrate.  Please be careful to bring an appropriate treat for all students.
Field Trips


The fifth grade will take 2 – 3 field trips this year.  These trips will be announced at a later date.  There are tentative plans to go to the SAC Museum, Joslyn Art Museum, and Fontenelle Forest.  The Rose Theatre presents a special classroom program to the 5th grade in March.  We also have other special guests who offer assemblies to classes as well as the entire school.  If you have any ideas ( or resource people, please let Mrs. Kock know so she can make a plan!
